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	Cedaw*
The treaty for women's rights

(((
April 2009 Update


After 30 years of deliberation, deferral, and inaction in the US government and much frustration by scores of non-profits & other organizations, there is movement and deliberation once again.

Commission on the Status of Women Meeting, March 2009--
· Statement by Meryl Frank, US representative to the CSW www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/csw53/statements_missions/USA.pdf
· Statement by Beryl Sten, ZI President www.zonta.org/site/PageServer?pagename=mr_home
In the US Senate Foreign Relations Committee, CEDAW is once again under consideration.  
It will need a favorable majority vote of the Committee to move to the floor of the US Senate for the ratification vote.  The Obama Administration is reviewing the Reservations, Understandings, and Declarations that an administration sends to the Senate with its recommendation for passage.

In her confirmation hearing, Susan Rice, New US Ambassador to the UN, noted in regard to CEDAW that it is past time to get this done, and doing so will be an important priority for this Administration.
A bill in US House of Representatives, House Resolution 22, introduced January 6, 2009,  urges the US Senate to ratify CEDAW.
Because of advocacy by Zontians and the organizations with whom they partnered-- 
· The Washington State Legislature passed SJM 8012 , a resolution urging the US Senate to ratify CEDAW on April 10, 2009.
· The Colorado State Legislature passed HJR 08-1009 , urging US Senate ratification on March 10, 2008.

For further information on CEDAW, link to—

· www.womenstreaty.org
· www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cedaw/index.htm  
*CEDAW is the acronym for the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women.
