VIOLENCE -- Women and gender.

In 1998 ZONTA adopted the following:

Zonta International Resolution on 
Violence Against Women (VAW) 
Zonta International Strategies To Eradicate Violence Against Women And Children (ZISVAW) 
For 50 years Zonta International, in partnership with the United Nations, has focused on recognizing women’s rights. Zonta International held a summit to determine the causes, costs and consequences of, and possible solutions to, issues surrounding violence against women. 

WHEREAS: Zonta International worldwide has selected the eradication of violence against women of all generations as a service focus locally and internationally 

Be it resolved therefore that: 
1. Zonta International, utilizing its membership and drawing upon diverse international expertise and resources, will develop strategies to eradicate violence against women. 

2. Zontians in their clubs will select issues of concern and generate a plan of action for their summit meetings. 

3. Zonta International regional summit meetings will include all concerned members of the community, government agencies, organizations and associations, recognizing that violence against women is an issue that affects mankind. 

4. Zonta International will develop an International Resource Centre and Advisory Council to enhance the capacity to monitor legislation and advocate for the elevation of women’s social status, guaranteeing their rights as human rights. 

5. Zonta International will promote education regarding women’s rights, to create an environment of gender equality in family life, in the sphere of education, in the work place, and in government. 

6. Zonta International will increase efforts to provide social, emotional, financial, health and environmental well-being and security for the empowerment of women of all generations through advocacy within the legal, medical, and public safety systems. 

Adopted at the 54th Zonta International Convention in Paris, France, July 1998 

((((((((((((((((
Progress has been made over the years that ZONTA has worked with the UN, UNIFEM and other agencies to alleviate the pain and discrimination experienced by young girls and all women throughout the world because of their less powerful gender.  However, female genital mutilation, human trafficking, honor killings, obstetric fistula, rape as a weapon of war and other atrocities continue today. Per the Secretary General of the UN report ..States worldwide are failing to implement in full the international standards on violence against women. (http://www.zonta.org/site/DocServer/v_a_w-unmetE-use.pdf?docID=12586) It is my belief and a truth found throughout the information about violence and women on the web that men are not being educated, pressured or generally taught to accept the rights of women.  No matter how many laws are passed, no matter how educated young women become, no matter what efforts are instituted to provide assistance to women, unless the male believes in the rights of women and girls, nothing is going to change.  It is our responsibility to somehow create a project that will work on educating the male who is father, husband, law enforcer, money earner and the dominant force in every society.  Until  the men of the world believe in equality, there will be none.

This is the first article in this newsletter that will focus on women and violence throughout the world.  A dialogue needs to be started to exchange ideas and begin an attempt at educating the male about his responsibility and role in protecting women and girls from past traditions and practices that enslave entire cultures.






