Zonta Club of Laramie

General Meeting Minutes

September 24, 2009
Hilton Garden Room
I. Call to Order: President Nancy English called the meeting to order at 6:17 p.m.
II. Greetings: 

President English encouraged the Club to please share new ideas on the administration of Zonta meetings, noting that this year Zonta will be changing up the General Meeting structure to hopefully be more efficient.
President English shared Amelia to Zora, 26 Women who Changed the World and read passages from the book, ending with E is for Evelyn Haskell, Zontian of the Year for the 2008-2009 Club Year. President English presented Ms. Haskell with a hand painted framed Zonta code.

III. Minutes: President English informed the Club that hard copies of the minutes were available for review. President English added that the Communications Committee is working towards posting Zonta General Meeting Minutes on the Club website.
Pat Kiovsky moved to accept the minutes of the May28, 2009 General Meeting. Kim Frazier seconded. The minutes were unanimously approved as written.

IV. Treasurers’ Report:  President English noted that the hard copies of the Treasurer’s Report and the Foundation Report were available for review. The Treasurer’s report and Foundation Report were approved as presented.
V. Communications:  President English noted that she had three thank you cards from Climb Wyoming, Interfaith Good Samaritan and SAFE respectively.
VI. Standing Committee Summary Reports:
President English presented the committee summary reports:

A. Birthing Kits:  Zonta Club of Laramie will be presenting birthing kits at the District 12 meeting in Denver. Assembly with be on the 30th of October, 2009. The Laramie Club is providing the black plastic for Assembly day. Cutting parties will be announced in the near future.
B. CLIMB: Zonta participated in the July 2009 graduation. Ms. Haskell’s LCCC class is sponsoring a walk as a fundraising activity for CLIMB. The walk is scheduled for the 25th day of October, 2009 at 1pm. All Zontians are encouraged to participate.

C. Highway Clean: President English informed the Club that there were two dates set for Highway Clean, the 14th of October and the 17th of October, noting that sign up sheets were available on the tables.

D. Scholarships: The scholarship payment for the Fall semester has been made.

E. Suited for Success: Clean up days have been scheduled. Committee members, please attend in groups consisting of five members or fewer.

F. Programming: 

· October: This will be a joint meeting with the Soroptimists of Laramie with a Bollywood theme. There will be presentations from the Keep the Girls in School program as well as the Indian Student Association, music and dancing.

· November: Katie Boysen of the Wyoming Women’s Foundation will present regarding wages.

· December: Zontian annual Christmas party at Trixie Harvey McGraw’s home.

· January: Amelia!

· February: Sandy Knapton from Ivinson Memorial Hospital will present on Planetree.

If you have any ideas for programming, please contact Jen Mayer. 
i. OMC (Orientation, Membership and Classification)

President English introduced: Liz Hamilton, Trina Wood, Maria Bennett, Sarah Hellevang, Mary Whelan, and Paula Atkinson.
ii. Public Relations and Communication:  The Zonta Newsletter Bright Lites is posted on the website. Hard copies will be available at General Meetings. If Zontians have any ideas for the website, please get them to DeeDee Boysen. If Zontians have an announcements to be posted on the website, please get them to JoLynne Stalnaker.
iii. Legislative Awareness and Advocacy:  It was a quiet summer but that the Committee is looking forward to working with SAFE and human trafficking issues this year.
iv. Foundation Report – The audit has been completed and suggestions for improvements have been made.
VII. Announcements:  President English announced that the deadline for early registration for the District 12 Conference is September 30th and actors are needed for our Club skit. Contact President English if you are interested.

Please remember that Highway Clean has been scheduled and is coming up soon!

The Alzheimer’s Memory Walk is scheduled for the 25th of September at 4:30pm, meeting at the Farmer’s Market. Interested in participating or the raffle? Please contact Patty Butler.
VIII. Old Business:  Angela Ver Ploeg updated the Club on the Style Show, noting that this year the theme is Silver and Spice, celebrating Zonta Club of Laramie’s 25th Anniversary. If Zontians have memorabilia, pictures of Zontians and activities throughout the years, please contact Ms. Ver Ploeg.
Ms. Ver Ploeg stated that there is an event page on Facebook, Zontians with Facebook accounts, please add the Style Show event page to your profile.
Flyers and tickets have been printed. Tickets are being sold at The Knothole, Absolute Acrylic and the Ivinson Mansion & Carriage House. Tickets will be $35 each and officially go on sale the 30th of September.

There will be Corporate Tables, Friend Tables and a Runway Sponsorship option. Please contact Pat Kiovsky if you are interested.

Mary Mountain, Donations Chair spoke to the Club regarding the Silent Auction. Ms. Mountain encouraged new Club members to showcase their businesses at the Silent Auction. Ms. Mountain requested that if Club members had a gift that they would like to donate to please see Ms. Mountain.
Ms. Mountain has a list of past donations, donation slips (pink slips) and charitable receipts. If members need these items, please see Ms. Mountain.

Please bring donations to the Carriage House at Ivinson Mansion. The Carriage House is open Tuesdays through Saturdays 12:30pm – 5:30pm.

Connie Lindmier informed the Club that the Style Show needs models of all ages. Toddlers are needed for Sweet Pickles.  If members have ideas for stores, need donation forms, or would like to be/suggest a model please contact Ms. Lindmier. 
Ms. Ver Ploeg announced Subcommittee Chairs:


DeeDee Hawk – Style Show Coordinator

Pat Kiovsky – Attendance

Mary Mountain – Donations

Angela Ver Ploeg – Event Design

Connie Lindmier – Fashion

Mary Alice Gulino – PR and Marketing
Ms. Kiovsky clarified that Style Show tables will hold 10 guests. Friends Tables will be the same as last year; if 9 tickets are sold, the 10th is free.

IX. New Business: 
a. Area 2 Meeting 2010: President English reminded the Club that our Club is hosting the 2010 Area 2 meeting. President English encouraged Zontians to participate noting that there was a signup sheet at the meeting.

b. Rose Pins: President English informed the Club that Rose Pins are available for $5. Rose pins will be sold at the District 12 Conference. Proceeds from Rose Pins will be used to pay travel costs for members to attend the International Zonta Conference in San Antonio, Texas. 

X. Program:
· Interfaith Good Samaritan
The representative from Interfaith thanked the Club for its 2009 contribution and continuing support, stating that Zonta funds are used to help women who are participating in the Climb program by providing rental and utility assistance. 
· Head Start – Lorinda Lindley
Ms. Lindley gave her sincere thanks to Zonta for its support. Ms. Lindley stated that 90% of the children who participating in Head Start live below federal poverty line. Ms. Lindley noted that 70% of the children in the State who live below the poverty line are not receiving the resources they need. Zonta donations are used to support Head Start’s literacy efforts.
· Climb Wyoming – Beth Ward
Ms. Ward thanked the Club for its support. Ms. Ward gave a brief introduction to the Climb Wyoming program.  Ms. Ward noted that there are 6 Climb sites in Wyoming, and each site is a little different as to career training provided. Laramie’s branch traditionally places its participants in office careers and has been active for five years. 

Ms. Ward noted that 60% of the families in poverty in the State of Wyoming are headed by single mothers. The average wage of Climb Wyoming 2008-2009 participants entering the program was $6.10/hour. The average wage of Climb Wyoming 2008-2009 participants completing the program was $11.50/hour. 
Ms. Ward informed the Club that Zonta’s donations are used to support a GED Instructor and to purchase interest inventories so the participants can learn about their strengths and weaknesses, guiding them to careers in which they will be successful.

· Downtown Clinic – Lorna Johnson

Ms. Johnson thanked the Club for its donations. Ms. Johnson stated that the donations are used to provide dental care to women clients. Ms. Johnson informed the Club that a 27 year old woman who left a domestic violence situation and had no financial assistance received dental care for several serious dental needs. Ms. Johnson stated that a 43 year old woman had a tooth broken to the nerves, and due to Zonta’s donation her tooth was corrected and she has no more pain. Ms. Johnson added that 17% of Wyoming adults are uninsured. 

· SAFE Project – Cynthia McDuff
Ms. McDuff thanked the Club for its continuing support. Zonta’s donation is used for emergency client relief which can be a gas card, groceries, diapers, etc. Ms. McDuff stated that in the first 6 months of 2009 the SAFE project has helped more people than they did in all of 2008, bringing the client total for 2009 thus far to approximately 100 clients. She thanked Zonta for its support in the Court Watch program. Ms. McDuff announced that on October 21st there will be a candle light vigil for those who have passed due to domestic violence and encouraged Zontians to attend.

· Laramie Reproductive Health 

The representative from Laramie Reproductive Health thanked the Club for its donation. Laramie Reproductive Health provides birth control regardless of a client’s ability to pay. Laramie Reproductive Health uses Zonta’s donations to speak around the community about birth control, delaying the first born, child spacing, self esteem, etc. October is also Breast Cancer Awareness month.

President English thanked Ms. Haskell for heading the service committees. President English thanked all presenters for everything they do for the community.

President English reminded the Club that the next Board Meeting is October 13, 2009 at 5:30pm, AmericInn and the next General Meeting is scheduled for October 22, 2009 5:30pm at the Hilton in the Gardens room (same room as this meeting.)

XI.  50/50 Raffle – 

Evelyn Haskell won the 50/50 raffle and Katie Boysen won the witch.

XII.   
President English adjourned the meeting at 7:32 p.m. 








