Zonta Club of Laramie

General Meeting Minutes

May 28, 2009
Hilton Garden Room
I. Call to Order: President Deedee Boysen called the meeting to order at 6:21 p.m. 
a. Introductions: 
i. Joy Surdam introduced Denise Pridmore, the 2009 Woman of Promise Scholarship recipient and Marilyn Aiken, Financial Specialist, Wyoming Geological Survey.
ii. Rebecca Sissman introduced Davona Douglass, Director, Wy Research  Products Center, and Heather Hannah, Intellectual Property Analyst.

iii. President Boysen introduced Renee Smith, Financial Planner.

iv. Evelyn Haskell introduced her granddaughter, Cameron Bell. Ms. Bell informed the Club that she is a  5th year senior at Bowling Green State and that she will be participating in the Semester at Sea program which will consist of 4 months of studying in 10 different countries.

v. President Boysen introduced Terry Longhist, Director of Laramie Hospice.
b. President’s Report: 
i. President Boysen expressed her thanks to Club members for their support, and efforts throughout this past year. 
II. Secretary’s Report:  Mary Mountain informed the Club that she was absent for the April 2009 meeting and that Stephanie Carter took the minutes of that meeting. Ms. Mountain requested that the members review the minutes. No corrections were suggested by Club members.
III. Treasurers’ Report:  DeeDee Hawk requested that the members review the Treasurers’ report. Ms. Hawk noted that the she paid Zonta’s international dues the afternoon of the 28th of May, 2009. Ms. Hawk stated that there are currently 65 members in the Zonta Club of Laramie and that the Club has 58 returning members this year.
a. Foundation Account – President Boysen informed the Club that the Foundation Account has approximately $4,000 which will be used for Fall projects, including scholarships and birthing kits.
IV. Standing Committee Reports:  President Boysen asked that members please sign up for committees. President Boysen asked Club members to please sign up to be hostesses and greeters and to please see Nancy English to do so.
A. Service 

· Birthing Kits:  Evelyn Haskell reported that she had 2 boxes of birthing kits left, which is approximately 100 kits. Ms. Haskell stated that the Birthing Kits Committee needs to order plastic bags for the District 12 Assembly Day, noting that the District 12 Assembly Day will be the last weekend of October in Denver and strongly encouraged Club members to attend.
· CLIMB Wyoming:  Ms. Robertson was not in attendance at this meeting. Ms. Haskell reported that she is on the CLIMB Wyoming Board and that the May 1st Gallery Walk was a success.  

· Environmental: Ms Haskell reported that the signup sheet for Highway Clean had been distributed and encouraged members to participate. Highway Clean will be either June 9, 2009 or June 10, 2009 which is a Tuesday or Wednesday, 3pm-6pm on Highway 130. President Boysen stated that she would send an email to remind Club members.  
· Golden Z/Z Club:  Ms. Haskell reported Zonta participated in Take Back the Night, and noted that the committee will be going strong this Fall. 
· Scholarships:  Ursula Harrison reported that there were 10 applications for the Woman of Promise Scholarship this year. Ms. Harrison announced Denise Pridmore was the 2009 Zonta Club of Laramie Woman of Promise Scholarship recipient. Ms. Pridmore expressed her gratitude to the Club members for the honor of receiving the Woman of Promise Scholarship. 
Ms. Harrison stated that the Lucille Tihen LCCC Scholarship is available in the Spring. If Club members know of a deserving woman, please encourage them to apply.

· Suited for Success:  Jeffe Kennedy reported that Suited for Success is going well and that it is currently in a stable location. Ms. Kennedy stated that she feels Suited for Success is in a good place for the coming year.
Tasha Larsen added that the Committee will need a putting away session soon and will email the Club when a date is determined. Ms. Larsen noted that the date will be after June 25.
· Other Reports: 
· Evelyn Haskell reported Club donations:

SAFE:



$500

Interfaith



$700

Downtown Clinic


$1000

Head Start



$300

Laramie Reproductive Health
$1000

CLIMB Wyoming


$500

Ms. Haskell noted that she has received two or three responses from these groups regarding presenting to the Club in the Fall to inform the Club on how the donations are being used. 

Ms. Haskell informed the Club that approximately $4800 has been donated to local service groups from the Zonta Club of Laramie.

Lorinda Lindley, Executive Director of Head Start, extended her sincere appreciation for the donated funds, reporting that Head Start will use the funds for literacy materials in order to prepare the children for kindergarten.
B. OMC (Orientation, Membership and Classification)

Connie Lindmier reported that Terry Longhist, introduced earlier in the meeting, was a paid member effective May 28, 2009. Ms. Lindmier added that there are five more proposed members. Ms. Lindmier reported that 11 members were inducted in February of 2009; 6 members were inducted in April 2009 and that the 5 proposed members are Renee Smith, Heather Hannah, Davona Douglass, Marilyn Aiken and Paula Atkinson. 

C. Public Relations and Communication:  President Boysen reported that the Committee is working on the membership directory and requested that if Club members don’t have a picture in the directory to please see her after the meeting. President Boysen stated that she will send an email to Club members who don’t have a picture. President Boysen requested that Club members to email her when members have status updates, i.e. address changes, name changes, job changes, etc.
President Boysen announced that the Committee is working on the newsletter and website with the hope being that these projects will move forward this summer. The Committee’s first meeting will be Thursday, June 4, 2009 at 6 pm. If Club members are interested in attending, please inform President Boysen.

President Boysen noted that JoAnn Davis has suggested “Bright Lights” be the name of the Club’s newsletter.
D. Legislative Awareness and Advocacy:  Pat Kiovsky reported that Club members have expressed confusion over SAFE’s request for aid in the Court Watch program. Ms. Kiovsky reminded the Club as follows:

1. Zonta is dedicated to advocacy. The International Club statement on advocacy was updated and adopted in 2009, and copies of the statement were distributed at the beginning of this meeting. Ms. Kiovsky noted that Zonta’s stance on advocacy is supported by the UN Human Rights Council. Zonta is dedicated to ending violence against women and this is why Zonta is involved with the Court Watch program.
Ms. Kiovsky presented a brief history of the program. Court Watch was started in 1992 and is currently being tested in Laramie. Ms. Kiovsky noted that 18 women from the community participated in the Court Watch. The women do not express anything in the courtroom, it is their physical presence that is needed in order to show support for the victim.

Kelly Collini, SAFE Director informed Ms. Kiovsky that she spoke with the Laramie PD who informed Ms. Collini that they would like the community to be more involved in these types of cases. Ms. Kiovsky reported that the PD informed Ms. Collini that there have been at least fifty rapes in the Laramie community within the past year.

Jeanne Holland asked if Ms. Kiovsky would send out an email the next time Club member’s presence is requested and it was noted that Nancy English will distribute this information.

Ms. Kiovsky reported that she has invited Ms. Collini to attend a Club meeting and present on the Court Watch program.

Ms. Kiovsky further reported that she is on the Laramie Beautification Committee, noting that there were entry forms on the table for citizens who have helped in Laramie’s beatification efforts. Ms. Kiovsky stated that there are cash rewards available. Entry forms may be picked up at the Laramie Economic Center.
E. Finance:  President Boysen reported that Pat Kiovsky has agreed to audit the books this year. The Club thanked Ms. Kiovsky for her efforts.
F. Nominating:  There was no report for Nominating Committee.
G. Area 2 Report: There was no report for Area 2.
V. Special Committee Reports:
·  Fundraising
· T-Shirt Sale: President Boysen reported that the Foothills and Denver Zonta Clubs have purchased T-shirts. President Boysen noted that she is attempting to get the T-Shirts added to the Zonta Store on-line. President Boysen reminded Club members that the Zonta website is www.zonta.org and that in order to utilize the site members must have their member ID number. Members can locate their member ID number in the membership directory as well as on the label of the Zonta magazine. President Boysen added that she, Rebecca Sissman, and Connie Lindmier have Club members’ numbers.
VI. Old Business:
A. Women in Health Sciences Panel:  Evelyn Haskell reported that she had a booth at the Wyoming Women in Science Fair. Ms. Haskell stated that there were approximately 300 to 400 Junior High and Senior High Scholl aged women who attended the Fair and that 4 of these young ladies have signed up to help with birthing kits.

B. Women’s Health Expo: President Boysen announced that there is still a need for volunteers at the Women’s Health Expo, noting that the Expo will be held June 6, 2009 from 9am – 1pm. Nancy English added that the Expo is free. Ms. English stated that the Expo needs volunteers to escort attendees to Radiology and the Laboratory at the Hospital. Ms. English requested that if Club members are available and can drop in and help to please do so.

C. Zontian of the Year: Rebecca Sissman announced the 2009 Zonta of Laramie’s Zontian of the Year: Evelyn Haskell.

Ms. Haskell expressed her gratitude and thanks to the Club for recognizing her as the 2009 Zonta Club of Laramie’s Zontian of the Year. Ms. Haskell stated that she was honored and pleased to be able to continue to support Zonta’s mission.

Rebecca Sissman informed the Club that Ms. Haskell joined the Zonta Club of Laramie in 1991, served as President of the Club from 1996-1998 and Ms. Haskell also served as Governor of District 12. Ms. Haskell is currently the Chair of the Birthing Kits Committee and the Status of Women Committee.

President Boysen expressed her gratitude to Ms. Haskell for her support, ideas and guidance while President Boysen has been in office.

VII. New Business

A. Etiquette Dinner:  Zontians have been invited to assist the Upward Bound Program with their Summer Program. Upward Bound is a 6 week summer program designed for first generation college bound students. A part of the program’s training is to teach program participants proper etiquette. The program works with Career Services which provides training sessions for job interviews, resumes, and how to behave appropriately at a business/interview dinner. The dinner will be on June 20, 2009. If anyone is interested in participating, helping with planning or being a team leader, please contact Ms. Boysen.
B. Keep Girls in School:  President Boysen reported that the Keep Girls in School program successfully raised $5000 last year. The program had requested Zonta support for next Fall. Ms. English will provide further information on the program in the Fall.
C. Foundation Account: President Boysen reported that the IRS had questions regarding the Foundation Account. President Boysen noted that a tax advocate has been working diligently in order to get taxes submitted properly, and that the Club is working with an accountant to correct the problem.

D. Induction of New Officers: President Boysen, Past President Kiovsky and Evelyn Haskell presented the Induction of New Officers. Ms. Haskell led the induction ceremony. The following officers were inducted at the meeting:
Nominating Committee:
Rebecca Sissman

DeeDee Boysen 

Susie Holland

Incoming Directors:

Maryalice Gulino

Jennifer Mayer

Ashley Castor
Connie Lindmier

Officers:

Nancy English – President

Kim Frazier – President Elect

Jo Lynne Stalnaker – Vice President

Becky Kosach – Secretary

DeeDee Hawk – Treasurer

Tasha Larsen – Foundation Treasurer

Pat Kiovsky explained the roles and duties of each office.

Past President Boysen presented President English with the Zonta Gavel.

VIII. Announcements

1.  Joy Surdam announced that volunteers are needed for the Main Street Laramie Downtown Upstairs Tour. Ms. Surdam stated that she will remind those who sign up to help in the Fall. The Tour is scheduled for the 18th of September, 2009, which is a Friday.
2. Pat Kiovsky announced that the Laramie Garden Club Annual Secret Garden Tour will be on Saturday, July 18, 2009. Proceeds will go to the completion of the 1st and Grand Plaza.
3. Maryalice Gulino announced that she is chairing the Laramie Junior Miss Competition and requested that Club members help out and join the Laramie Junior Miss Committee. Ms. Gulino added that Laramie Junior Miss Committee is not a Zonta Committee.

4. 50/50 Raffle – Mary Mountain won the 50/50 raffle and donated her winnings back to the Club.

5. President English announced that the Summer meeting will be July 23, 2009 at President English’s house. President English requested that Club members please mark their calendars and noted that she will send a reminder email.
IX.   
President English adjourned the meeting at 7:45 p.m. 
Our next Club meeting will be held July 23rd at Nancy English’s home. Please mark your calendars!








