ZONTA  FOUNDATION – THE UN – AND THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS

WHAT ARE THE MDG’S?

In 2000, 189 world leaders met at the UN Millennium Summit – their goal was to end poverty around the world by 2015.  They produced an 8 point roadmap (numbered below) with measurable targets and clear deadlines for improving the lives of the world’s poorest people.  
An international panel met again in September of 2010 to assess the progress of the MDGs. Their assessment revealed that, despite the efforts of many world leaders, governments and NGO’s, we are far from meeting the goals set in 2000 and that extreme steps must be taken in the next 5 years in order to meet them. 
 UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon said that world leaders will need to commit to providing billions of dollars in funding over the next five years to poor countries to meet the MDG’s.  The Secretary General called on world leaders to ensure that the world’s poor do not pay the price for budget cuts resulting from the global recession, and stressed that ending world hunger was “still doable.”
Achieving the MDG goals is of paramount importance to Zonta and many Zonta International Foundation projects are contributing to the success of the MDG’s.  See that information under “Solutions” in bold.
1.  Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger

Problem:  In 2010 a report by Action Aid found that global hunger is costing developing countries $450 billion per year.  The total number of undernourished people remains higher than before the 2008-2009 economic crisis, according to the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization.  
A Solution:  The UN’s “Feed the Future” three-year budget of $3.5 billion needs to be fully funded to pursue the country-led, whole-of-society approach of Feeding the Future.
Note:  Although the UN claims significant reductions in Extreme Poverty and Hunger in China and India over the past two years, current famines in Somalia and other countries on the African continent are devastating, particularly to children.
2. Achieve Universal Primary Education.
Problem: Too many children, and especially females, still do not have access to educational opportunities. 

A Solution:  A Global Education Initiative needs to be launched to ensure that educational opportunities are provided to marginalized children and youth.
3. Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women.
          Problem:  Gender based violence remains a big problem in much of the world.
          Some Solutions:  Gender needs to be integrated into all foreign assistance policies and programs; all countries need to ratify CEDAW, create an Office of Gender Integration and focus educational assistance on overcoming barriers to girls in school.

For MDG #3:  ZISVAW (Zonta International Strategies to End Violence Against Women) – funded a Comprehensive Strategy to End Burn Violence Against Women in Nepal, Uganda and Cambodia - $430,000; and in cooperation with UNIFEM, $200,00 towards Ensuring a Gender-Responsive and Early Recovery Response in Haiti.
4. Reduce Child Mortality – a 75% reduction in child mortality rates.
Problem:  Children, especially undervalued females, are often the last to receive medical care and sufficient nutrition.
A Solution:  The UN is seeking $169 billion in funding from world leaders to support a new program aimed at improving access to health care for women and children across the developing world.  The UN Foundation announced plans on Sept. 20, 2010 to contribute $400 million to the effort.
Note:  Cholera in Haiti is still spreading due to lack of access to remote areas and to contaminated river water – their only source of drinking water.
5. Improve Maternal Health – a 75% reduction in maternal mortality rates.
Problem:  Young girls married before age 18 often have little control over their own reproductive systems and discussions of reproduction and contraception remain taboo.  Their bodies are not mature enough for successful deliveries, leading to ongoing health problems and/or death of mother or child or both.
A Solution:  For goals 4 & 5.  Zonta has pledged $500,000 in support of the Elimination of Obstetric Fistula and Reduction of Maternal and Newborn Mortality and Morbidity in Liberia.
6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases.
Problem:  HIV/AIDS remains a serious problem as money to provide serum needed to combat the disease has diminished faster than the disease has progressed.
Some Solutions:  For goals 4,5 & 6 above:  Zonta has pledged $500,000 towards Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission of HIV and Gender-Based Violence in Rwanda by treating HIV-Positive women, preventing transmission of the virus to their offspring and ensuring access to health care and reproductive services.
For goals 3 & 6:  Zonta has pledged support for the UN’s “Safe Cities for Women” Project in Guatemala City, Guatemala and San Salvador, El Salvador in the amount of $500,000.  The project will also expand to incorporate the issue of violence against women in the context of HIV/AIDS.

7. Ensure Environmental Sustainability.
Problem:  Many countries, especially newly industrialized areas, do not want to give up profits from
 their greenhouse gas producing activities, so not much progress has been made.

A Solution:  In NY, Sept. 2010 Hillary Clinton announced that the U.S. will give $50 million to provide 100 million clean cooking stoves to communities across Africa, Asia and South America over the next 10 years.  According to the UN, smoke inhalation from stoves powered by coal, wood, dung and crop waste kills 1.9 million people a year.
8. Develop a Global Partnership for Development (regarding trade, debt and partnerships).
          Problem:  Some progress has been made in this area, but not nearly enough.
Some Solutions:  On January 18, 2011 the UN Foundation and Devex released a special report highlighting a recent six month global conversation in which aid workers and development professionals from around the world shared their successes and challenges in achieving the MDGs.  To view the whole conversation, go to mdg.devex.com.
The UN Foundation is a public charity founded in 1998 with Ted Turner’s historic $1 billion gift to support UN causes and activities which builds and implements public/private partnerships to address the world’s most pressing problems and works to broaden support for the UN through advocacy and public outreach.
Devex, a social enterprise with offices worldwide, was founded in 2000.  Developers can find projects, business and career advice, jobs and professional connections on devex.com.
Every one of us has a stake in advancing the MDGs by advocating for a world free from extreme poverty and preventable diseases.  We need to challenge all peoples and governments to keep the promises they made in 2000.

