Legislative Awareness and Advocacy

A major goal for the 2010-2012 Biennium is to ELIMINATE all advocacy / service projects which DO NOT meet one or more of Zonta’s Objects.

Using the Advocacy Framework and Scorecard , identify which of the following advocacy / service activities DO MEET Zonta’s Objects and why.

1. Support for regional oncology wellness centre.  
NO.  Does not meet any ‘status of women’ criteria.

If the oncology wellness centre was for women it would meet ‘improving women’s health - CEDAW Article 12.  As a general rule, Zonta clubs should not be funding activities which are a government responsibility (health treatment facilities).  In such cases where funding is needed, we should advocate that the responsible government provides this service.

2. Relay for life for cancer society.
NO.  Does not meet any ‘status of women’ criteria.  Cancer societies are usually charitable organisations whereas Zonta clubs (outside the USA) cannot achieve this status due to tax laws.  Cancer is an ‘emotive’ issue but not one for Zonta clubs as we focus on empowering the status of women.

3. Contributions to domestic violence safe house (personal care items, furnishings, clothing).

YES.  Any support for women domestic violence victims meets Zonta’s Object of promoting justice and universal respect for human rights.  It also meets CEDAW Article 3.

4. ‘Tech savvy’ program to support young women getting into science / computing field.

YES.  This supports improving the educational status and economic status of women by assisting women to enter a non-traditional educational field and further their employment prospects.  It meets CEDAW Article 4 (Special Measures) and Article 10.
5. Mammography award to student entering 3rd year of a radiography program.

NO.  If the award was for a female student from a disadvantaged background it might satisfy improving the educational status of women; a case would need to be made that more women were required to train as radiographers.  If a ‘special access’ case can be made, it would meet CEDAW Article 10.
6. Gifts to aged women.

NO.  A nice thing to do but it does not improve the ‘status’ of these women according to Zonta’s  Objects.
7. Seminar to improve the economic status of marginalised members in a community.

YES, if it focuses on women (i.e. women are the invited audience) and it covers those items specifically mentioned in CEDAW Article 13 (except the last point re sport).
8. Seminar on equal pay for men and women.

YES.  Any seminar which educates both men and women about the principles of equality between the sexes (be it pay or any other matter) meets CEDAW Article 2.  Women should not be discriminated against on the basis of their sex.
9. Making / assembling birthing kits for distribution overseas.

YES.  Birthing kits provide ‘access’ to health care services which would otherwise not be available to women due to their extreme poverty and / or living in areas remote from post natal care.  It meets CEDAW Article 12.

10. Providing infants cots for nursery ward at a local hospital.

NO.  This does not meet any ‘status of women’ criteria.  In developed countries provision of hospital equipment is the responsibility of the state (if a public hospital) or hospital administration if a private facility.  Most hospitals in developed countries have their own foundations and fundraising activities.
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