CEDAW
Most D12 Zontians will remember that in 2008 the Area 3 Advocacy Taskforce worked with State Representative Alice Borodkin to introduce a Joint Resolution in the Colorado legislature expressing support of the 30 year old UN Treaty, CEDAW, (Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women).  The Resolution also required the Colorado Legislature to send copies of its Resolution to Federal authorities, including the U.S. Foreign Relations Committee.  Because of the active support of Colorado Zontians, that Resolution was passed and enacted!  Similar Resolutions have been passed in at least a dozen other states, many of which included Zonta advocacy.  However, the U.S. Foreign Relations Committee still has not ratified CEDAW (which results in the United States being in league with only a handful of small, repressive nation states).
One of the uniquely effective terms of the Treaty is that is provides for the CEDAW committee to review, on a regular basis, any reported problems regarding discrimination against women in countries that have signed it.  The 49th such session of CEDAW will take place July 11-29, 2011 in New York City.  The countries reporting this year will be Costa Rica, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Italy, Nepal, The Republic of Korea, Singapore and Zambia.
After reviewing problems reported by representatives of those 8 countries, the Committee will make recommendations for resolving them and will follow up with those countries.  Although the Committee has no power to impose sanctions, public hearings such as these are effective in bringing problems to light and they encourage discussions of possible resolutions, often producing the best outcomes possible for the circumstances.
Along with other Non-Governmental Agencies (NGO’s), Mary Ann Tarantula, Chairman, Zonta International United Nations Committee and other Zonta International Representatives will attend these committee meetings and will be allowed to submit statements regarding the state of women in these countries.  They will report back to us after the session is over.
